GEORGE WASHINGTON

“FATHER OF AMERICA”

George Washington was born in the colony of Virginia in 1732.  George Washington was born into a wealthy plantation-owning family.  His father died when he was very young, and he was raised by his mother and his older brothers.  As a young man, in 1754, he was an officer in the British Army and fought the Indians on the frontier of Ohio and Pennsylvania during the French & Indian War. He also learned surveying in the army, and worked as a surveyor when he returned to Virginia.
*********************************************************************

BREAK THE WORDS APART TO READ THE MESSAGE.

Whengeorgewashingtonwasaboytherewereasmanyslavesinvirginiaastherewere
whitesandgeorgewashingtonalsoownedslavesupuntilthedayhedied
***********************************************************************

Washington traveled to Barbados with his brother Lawrence (his only trip outside America). He and Lawrence both became ill with smallpox.  Lawrence died, and George was badly scarred.  When he returned to Virginia he concentrated on rebuilding the family plantation on the Potomac River, called Mount Vernon.  He married Martha, a lady from another Virginia Plantation family.  They had no children, but they raised Martha’s two children by a previous marriage.
***********************************************************************

WHOSE FACE IS ON A DOLLAR BILL?

***********************************************************************
Washington was an influential man in Virginia and much respected.  He was elected to the House of Burgesses in the colony, and in that position, he was able to understand the conflicts between England and the colonies.  There were many men, like himself, that did not consider themselves Englishmen, but Americans because they had been born in America and felt no loyalty to a country they had never seen.  Their farms and plantations were self-sustaining, and England depended on their products to keep their factories running.  England also needed the colonies to buy the manufactured products that they made.  These were men who would shape the destiny of America. 

***********************************************************************

ACTIVITY:  Look for books that were written by the first American Authors: 
  


      Nathaniel Hawthorne, James Fenimore Cooper, Daniel Webster

Books:   Last of the Mohicans (also a movie)
****************************************************

In 1775 Washington attended the meeting in Philadelphia that voted to establish America as a nation separate from England, and the delegates asked him to be the Commander in Chief of the Continental Army to secure that freedom.  In 1781 Washington defeated the British and the final treaty was signed with England in 1783.  

Washington returned to Mt. Vernon to resume his life on his plantation as a wealthy planter, and to re-establish his plantation that had been neglected during the long war.  He was brought back to service when the Continental Congress voted him as the first president of the newly formed United States of America.

There are many interesting facts about George Washington;

· He had false teeth made of wood.
· He was very tall, and required a special bed to be made for him.

· George was a very honest man (story of the cherry tree).
· George never went to university.
· He went to the Episcopal Church…Church of England.
· He died of pneumonia after he had retired as president.
· In his farewell address when he left the presidency he said, “Beware entangling alliances.”

· One of his most important products on his plantation was whiskey. 

· Washington used to travel to Washington from Mt. Vernon by boat and you can still make that trip today.
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