ANDREW JACKSON

GENERAL & PRESIDENT


General Andrew Jackson was the first president to ride on a train, the first to be born in a log cabin, and the first to survive an attempt to assassinate the president.  General Jackson was the “Hero of the Battle of New Orleans” that defeated the British in the War of 1812, and finally established the United States of America as an independent nation. In 1820 Davy Crockett fought under his leadership in the Indian Wars in Alabama and Georgia.
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Andrew Jackson was born on March 15, 1767 on the frontier of South Carolina when America was still a colony of England. His parents were immigrants from Northern Ireland.  His father died when he was a baby.

During the Revolutionary War, Jackson fought against the British at the Battle of Hanging Rock.  He was taken prisoner and slashed on the face with a sword by a British officer when he refused to clean that officer’s boots.  He had a scar the rest of his life and was called “Old Hickory” because he was so stubborn  He was only 14 years old when he fought for the patriots against the British.

Jackson studied and passed the examination to be a lawyer without going to school.   In 1787 he moved to what is now the state of Tennessee.  He met his wife Rachel after he fought a duel over her.  He killed the man in the duel over his wife’s honor.  He was elected to Congress in 1796 when Tennessee became a state.  He was given a commission in the military and sent to defend New Orleans against the British.  He was successful and became a national hero.  He later led the American Army to protect Americans from the Seminole and Creek Indians in Alabama and Florida.
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__________.  Today some of that ___________
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*************************************************************

The removal of the Indians from Georgia to Oklahoma by President Jackson was called the famous “Trail of Tears”.

Andrew Jackson is buried at his home , The Hermitage, in Nashville, Tennessee.    
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Has anyone in your family been an immigrant?
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