DAVY  CROCKETT

King of the Wild Frontier


Davy Crockett was born in Greene County, Tennessee on August 17, 1786. He was the son of John and Rebecca Crockett.  At age 12, he started working.  His first job was driving cattle to Virginia.  The cattle drive was almost 300 miles!

Davy did not start school until age 13. He did not like school and often played hooky.  To escape his father’s punishment for not going to school, he ran away from home and joined another cattle drive.  He was gone for 30 months.  That’s 2 and ½ years.

*************************************************************

Unscramble the sentence below.

Davy had_______________so much in the ____________ he was gone

          

         GCHNAED


               ETIM

That he ________________his _____________ almost did not know him.

  

       EDREUNTR

     YAMFIL

*************************************************************

When Davy returned he helped his father pay all his debts  He worked 2 days a week and attended school 4 days a week.  The total time he went to school was only 100 days.

*************************************************************

Write T for TRUE and F for FALSE

_____Davy started school at a young age.

_____Davy enjoyed school.

_____Davy worked on two cattle drives.

_____Davy was from Tennessee.

*************************************************************

Davy married Polly Finley on August 14, 1806.  They moved to different counties in Tennessee every few years.  They had two sons when Davy volunteered to fight Indians with the American Army under General Andrew Jackson.  After his duty was finished, Davy moved with his family to southwestern Tennessee, where he became a justice of the peace and a militia colonel.  In 1821 he was elected to the state legislature for 4 years.  He then was elected to Congress and served three terms (6 years).

*************************************************************

Break the words apart to make a sentence about Davy.

DAVYIMPRESSEDMANYPEOPLEWITHHISTALESOFINDIANFIGHTSANDBEARHUNTS.

*************************************************************

Davy was a good storyteller who told wild frontier tales.  He bragged that he killed 105 black bears.  He also told a story about a raccoon who gave himself up when he learned that Davy was hunting him!  Many of his friends said that he was a better storyteller than a hunter:

*************************************************************

WORD FIND

T     T     E     K     C     O     R     C

R     H     L    B      E     I      N     Q

F     J      C     N     G     O     D     B

S     E     I      R     O      T     S     E

M    K    P     C     V     H     K     A

B     O    C     U     P     M     O     R

G     A    D     F     J      C      O     S

R     T     A     L     E     S       B     Z
*************************************************************

Davy left Congress after 3 terms and moved to Texas in November 1835.  How old was he?  Solve the math problem below.



1835  (left for Texas)

-1786  (year of birth)

______

Davy was _____years old when he went to Texas.  

*************************************************************

Davy joined in the fight for Texas’ independence from Mexico in San Antonio at the Alamo.  He and 187 Americans held off more than 2,500 Mexican soldiers for 13 days until March 6, 1836 when the Mexicans captured the Alamo.  According to the diary of a Mexican soldier, during the battle, Davy and six other men were captured and executed. They were the last to die at the Alamo.

When news of the Alamo spread.  Davy Crockett became even more of a legend.  Americans continue to enjoy reading stories of the great frontiersman’s life…..exaggerated or not!

VOCABULARY:

autobiography


exaggerate



frontiersman

frontier



legend



tale



congress



legislature



wealthy

capture



straight



raccoon
splendid



hunter



Indian War

volunteered



term




punishment

cattle drive



debts




wild

**

What other famous Americans do you know?
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