LEVI  STRAUSS

THE JEWISH TAYLOR WHO MADE JEANS A INTERNATIONAL FASHION STATEMENT


In 1850, a year after the California goldrush had begun, a young Bavarian born Jewish immigrant living in New York, saw an opportunity to establish a clothing store in California to sell to the many people looking for gold. For several years he operated a store near the waterfront  where he could get his goods easily by ship from his brother in New York.


He received a letter from a young tailor in Reno, Nevada, who was a regular customer.  Jacob Davis would buy bolts of cloth to make pants for the miners.  He had developed the process of putting metal rivets at the stress points to make the pants last longer.  He wanted to patent the idea, but didn’t have the money to do it, so he asked Levi Strauss for assistance.  Levi was enthusiastic about it so in 1873 the took out the patent together and the “blue jean” was born.


Levi set up several factories to make the jeans and became a prominent member of the San Francisco business community.  The “501” jean was the biggest seller and the supply could barely keep up with the demand.  After the goldrush was over, the cowboys and other day laborers were the main customers for the jeans. 


Levi died in 1902 a very wealthy man.  The factories were destroyed in the 1906 earthquake that destroyed San Francisco, but Levi’s nephews rebuilt them and established factories in other cities as well to insure against future damage by the earthquakes.


Levi Strauss was also a great philanthropist, and he contributed to many charities.  The University of California still benefits from a trust established after his death.

