DANIEL  BOONE

FRONTIERSMAN

A legend during his own lifetime, Daniel Boone was an explorer and hunter whose exploits made him one of the most famous frontiersman in American history. He was born in rural Pennsylvania, but moved to the North Carolina frontier around 1750. From there he explored west into Kentucky in the 1760s and 1770s, and eventually established Boonesborough in 1775, one of the first white settlements in Kentucky. When Kentucky became part of Virginia, Boone was named an officer in the Virginia militia (1776) and spent the next several years trailblazing and fighting off Indians. 

His "autobiography," written by John Filson and published in 1784, depicted the hunter as wily and adventurous and made Boone a folk hero. He tried to establish extensive land claims in Kentucky, but was unable to retain them and many were invalidated after 1780. After living in western Virginia, where he served three times in the state legislature (1781, 1784 and 1791), Boone moved in 1799 to what is now Missouri. He settled there with his son, Daniel Morgan Boone, and was later granted land by the U.S. congress. Although financial success eluded him, Boone is said to have been the rippin'est, roarin'est, fightin'est man the frontier ever knew.

Daniel Boone lived during a time when America was still a colony of England.  He was a true American that lived on the frontier, and never owed loyalty to England.  At times he was forced to guide British soldiers against Indians during the French and Indian War, but he was one of the early generations of true Americans that developed a culture and way of life that greatly separated them from England.  They didn’t consider themselves “colonists” but true Americans.  He served the infant U.S. as a representative to the Virginia legislature and was instrumental in being “the voice” of the common man that settled and tamed the frontier that later became new states of the new nation.

