GENERAL & PRESIDENT ULYSSES S. GRANT


Ulysses Grant was a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.  He was appointed to the rank of Colonel in 1861 at the beginning of the Civil War.  By 1864 after his leadership resulted in a successful campaign against the Confederacy, he was promoted to Lt. General and given command of the Union army.   He was the commanding General to whom Lee surrendered at Appomatox , to end the Civil War.


He disagreed with President Johnson’s gentle treatment of the South after the war, and became a political figure when he became the Republican candidate for president.  He won the election and became President in 1868.


Grant’s presidency was perhaps the most corrupt and difficult in the history of the U.S. since 1776.  His republican friends demanded favors which he granted, and in so doing, created economic crisis, intolerable treatment of the Indians (Native Americans), and a widespread distrust of the federal government.  He was re-elected for a second term amid much accusation of illegal voting.  He did have some success in foreign policy in that he kept the country out of the conflict between Cuba and Spain at least during his terms of office.


Grant was a brilliant military tactician, but as a civilian leader, did not seem to have an understanding of how a democratic administration was supposed to function.  He became a businessman in New York after his presidency, but the company went bankrupt and he died in New York of throat cancer in 1885.  Though his presidency was a miserable failure, he remained popular with the people as a military hero and a colorful character. 

