CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Did he discover America?

Christopher Columbus was born in the ancient city of Genoa, Italy in 1451.  his father was a weaver and expected his sons to become weavers also.  Christopher did not want to be a weaver.  

*************************************************************

What did Christopher want to be when he grew up?  Starting with the letter “M”, cross off every other letter to find the answer.



M S R A O I G L P O D R

________________________________

Christopher dreamed of exploring new and exciting places.

*************************************************************

Christopher’s father often went to sea to sell his cloth.  One day, he allowed Christopher to go along.  Christopher was thrilled!  As they traveled, Christopher learned many things about sailing.

*************************************************************

How old was Christopher when he set off on his first voyage?  Solve the problem to find out!

       15-7+1-5+9= ______________ years old

*************************************************************

Christopher continued to sell his father’s cloth, but all the while he was learning and loving life at sea.  Years passed, with Christopher becoming a good navigator.  He was skilled with the modern sailing instruments and had a good sense of direction.  His memory and intelligence were very good.  He saw every voyage as an opportunity to uncover the secrets of the earth.  

*************************************************************

The compass is one instrument Columbus used.  Put the cardinal directions on the compass below.


On one of his voyages, Columbus’ ship was attacked.  He was shot and jumped overboard.  Columbus swam six miles to the shore of Portugal where his brother lived.

************************************************************************

What is another name for a mapmaker?  Circle the answer.  If needed, use a dictionary.

cartographer

mechanic
astronomist

*************************************************************

While working with his brother, Columbus read many books on ocean exploration.  His favorite was Marco Polo’s Description of the World.  It made Christopher begin thinking of the possibility of an ocean route to Asia. 

*************************************************************

Draw these geometric shapes.  

square


rectangle

triangle

sphere

*************************************************************

By the mid- 1480’s Columbus made a plan to discover a westward route to Asia.  Since the earth was a sphere, he believed that by sailing west he could arrive in Asia in about 10 days. Columbus tried for 10 years to find people to accept his theory.  Finally Queen Isabella of Spain, a knowledgeable sailor herself, agreed to pay for the voyage.  

The ships that Columbus used for his voyage were caravels.  They were small – about the length of a tennis court and 30 feet wide.

The names of the three ships were  Nina,  Pinta,  Santa Maria.

Columbus’ crew sailed and sailed for 3 months. They finally saw land on October 12, 1492. Columbus thought he had arrived in Asia, so he called the natives “Indians”.  Actually he had arrived in the New World.

Columbus made three more trips to the New World, each time taking more men and more ships.  By the end of the final voyage, Columbus was sick and died on May 20, 1506.  He never knew he had discovered a new continent.  He was 55 years old when he died.  

VOCABULARY (GLOSSARY)

caravel

cartographer

compass
mariner
navigator

sphere

direction

instrument
weaver
sailor


voyage

travel


skill

ocean

route

exploration



DID YOU KNOW THAT……..

1.  Columbus never knew he had discovered America?

2.  Columbus knew how to speak 4 languages?

3.  Queen Isabella of Spain paid for Columbus’ voyage?

4.  Columbus died at the age of 55?

