ROBERT FULTON

INVENTOR OF THE STEAM ENGINE

FULTON, Robert (1765–1815), The American inventor and engineer, who designed the first efficient steamboat, thus inaugurating a new era of power-driven navigation and accelerated the industrial revolution with a source of power that allowed factories to built “away from water power sources”.

Fulton was originally an artist, and studied art in Paris, but while in France his skills as engineer and mechanic proved to be his success.  He invented a submarine that he could not sell to either France or England.  This failure encouraged him to build a steam powered paddle boat and sail it to New York, a trip that took only 4 days.

He filed and received the patent for the steam engine, and continued to develop steam powered vessels.  During his remaining years Fulton designed steamboats that sailed on the Raritan, Potomac, and Mississippi rivers, ferryboats for river crossings in New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, and the first steam warship, Fulton the First (1814–15). He died in New York City on Feb. 24, 1815.

The invention of the steam engine and its acceptance into the rapidly progressing American economy was a success that launched many other successful inventions.  The almost overnight change in transportation and the delivery of goods made the U.S. a world leader in industry and trade.  

What other great inventions that you name that had a great influence on America’s economy?

	


