LEWIS & CLARK

EXPLORERS OF THE AMERICAN WEST


In 1803 Lewis and Clark were appointed by President Thomas Jefferson to explore the vast territory west of the Mississippi River all the way to the Pacific ocean.  The U.S. bought the territory from France for a total of $250,000.  They began their journey in 1804. Clark was a military leader and Lewis was a naturalist and a map maker.


For almost 2 years they explored the northern area of the U.S. always pushing toward the Pacific and hoping to find a shorter route to the ocean.  What they found were many Indian tribes, animals they had never seen, terrain and weather they had never known.  A woman, Sacagawea, an Indian woman traveled with them as guide and interpreter.


Lewis and Clark explored the Rocky Mountains, crossed the great divide, and established a fort within sight of the Pacific Ocean. 

The survived two bitterly cold winters.  They rested over the winter and began the return journey in 1806.  By the time they returned to meet with President Jefferson in Washington, they had been gone 2 ½ years.


Jefferson's dream, and the dream of his father, Peter Jefferson, had finally come true. The West had been investigated, the Pacific had been reached by an overland route, and America would never be the same again.

