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INVENTORS OF THE SEWING MACHINE

Isaac Merritt Singer (October 26, 1811 – July 23, 1875) was an American inventor, actor, and entrepreneur. He made important improvements in the design of the sewing machine and was the founder of the Singer Sewing Machine Company.

Elias Howe actually invented the first industrial sewing machine, but Singer’s invention perfected the sewing machine, and made it more usable and effective.  There were several court battles over the patent rights.

To avoid the financial disaster of a long law suit, Singer took his machine to the European market as there was no patent in Europe by Howe.  He also invented a modified sewing machine that was appropriate for home use, and not just industry.

Due to the problems with Howe over the patent rights, Singer never returned to America.  He stayed in Europe, married again (illegally) and faced years of legal battles over his business and his marriages.  He never returned to the U.S. and died and was buried in England. 

Even though there was much legal argument over who invented the sewing machine, there is now doubt that it was another great invention that greatly enhanced the American industria complex.

