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Do you think a Ferris wheel looks like a merry-go-round on its side?  There is a good reason.  The man who invented the Ferris wheel got the idea by watching a merry-go-round.  George Ferris wondered if a merry-go-round could do the same thing if it was turned on its side.  He got so excited about this idea that he drew it on a napkin one night while he was eating dinner.


George Ferris was a bridge builder.  He knew a lot about making strong bridges.  He used this knowledge to make the Ferris wheel strong enough to hold people in chairs while going up and down.


The first Ferris wheel was built in 1893.  It was just in time for the Chicago World’s Fair.  The fair celebrated Christopher Columbus’s coming to America four hundred hears earlier.  The people who planned the fair wanted something that would make this World’s Fair  something people would never forget.  George Ferris helped them reach this goal.
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The Ferris wheel stood 264 feet tall and had 36 chairs.  It could hold 60 people.  Tickets cost 50 cents each.  The ride was so popular that it made $726,805 during the World’s Fair.  


That Ferris wheel was taken down in 1906, but Ferris wheels are still popular.  You can still see them at amusement parks and carnivals all over the world.
READING COMPREHENSION

WORD BANK:

bridge

Chicago World’s Fair

George

60


side




1906




excited

1.  Complete the chart with the words from the word bank.


The first name of the man who invented the Ferris wheel was

___________________.  He was a ______________builder.  He was

__________________about his idea of putting a merry-go-round on its ________________and seeing if it would go around and around.  He built the Ferris wheel for the ________________   ____________   _________.

The Ferris wheel could hold ________people.  The Chicago Ferris wheel was taken down in ________________.

2.  Now use five of these words in sentences of your own.

A. ___________________________________________________________

B.___________________________________________________________

C.___________________________________________________________

D.___________________________________________________________

E.___________________________________________________________

