THE HISTORY OF HOPSCOTCH



The game of hopscotch began in ancient Britain when Britain was part of the Roman Empire.  Hopscotch courts were 100 feet long, and they were used to train soldiers.  Roman soldiers ran the length of the hopscotch course wearing their armor and packs.  They did this to increase their strength, agility, and endurance in battle.  Soldiers, police officers, and athletes do things like this today.


The children of the Roman soldiers started drawing their own small courts.  They liked to pretend they were soldiers.  They also added points to their courts so they could keep score.  Soon hopscotch spread all through Europe.


The word London is often written at the top of a hopscotch game.  This comes from the Great North Road, which Roman soldiers used.  The road was 400 miles long and led from London to the North.


Children all over the world play hopscotch.  Hopscotch is also called  “hop-around”.  In France children draw the hopscotch court in the shape of a snail.  They call the game escargot. Escargot is French for snail.  The children in Denmark throw heavy glass markers

onto their hopscotch courts.


There are many different ways to play hopscotch.  In one of them, you put a marker between your feet, then you have to hope from square to square without dropping it.

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Write T for true or F for false in the blank next to each sentence.


A.___The game of hopscotch began in ancient Rome.


B.___The children liked to pretend they were kings and queens.


C.___Soldiers played hopscotch to improve their agility.


D.___Hopscotch is called “hop-a-long”

2. Fill in the blank with the right word from the story.


A. the game of hopscotch began in ancient 
___________________.


B. In France, the hopscotch court is drawn in the shape of a 
_______.


C. The word ___________ is often written at the top of a 
hopscotch game.


D. Hopscotch courts used to be ___________feet long.

3. Match the sentence with the correct answer from the word bank..


A. the Great North Road was ____________long.


B. in Denmark, markers are made of _______________________.


C. Hopscotch used to be used to train 
_______________________.


D. Hopscotch is also called __________________________.


Word Bank:  glass / 400 miles / soldiers / hop-around

4. Bonus Word Play


How many syllables are in each word?


soldiers_______
escargot_________   ancient________

