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The art of bringing drawings to life on a screen is called animation.  Animation started in 1828 when Paul Roget invented the thaumatrope.

The thaumatrope was a disc with a string to it.  On one side Roget put a picture of a bird.  On the other side he put a picture of a cage.  When Roget twirled the disc, the bird looked like it was in the cage.


Go to this site for directions to make a thaumatrope:

http://www.randommotion.com/html/thauma.html

To make an animated movie, artists start by making hundreds of drawings.  Each drawing is changed a little.  When they are linked together and filmed one after another, the characters look like they are moving.


One of the earliest animators was Winsor McCay.  He is best known for his film Gertie the Dinosaur.  This was made in 1914.


When the first films were made, each person or place was drawn one by one.  This was very hard to do because it took hundreds of drawings to make one minute of film.  Then someone figured out how to keep the background the same, but the people’s actions had to be drawn separately.  Computers were finally invented that made animation a lot easier because computers could copy the pictures instead of people having to draw them by hand.


Walt Disney is well known for his animated films because he was the first person to put sound to animated movies.  His first movie, Steamboat Willie, was made in 1928, and it introduced the character Mickey Mouse.  In 1937 he made the first full-length animated movie, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.

READING COMPREHENSION

1.  Underline the cause, and circle the effect.


A. Paul Roget helped discover animation by inventing the 


     thaumatrope.


B. When the hundreds of pictures are filmed, they look like a


     steady flow of movement.


C. Snow White was popular because it was the first full-length


     animated movie.


D. One of the earliest animators was Winsor McCay.  He is best


     known for Gertie the Dinosaur.

2.  Crossword Puzzle

Cartoons
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	ACROSS

	3
	 
	A series of drawings linked together 

	4
	 
	Last name of inventor of the thaumatrope 

	5
	 
	Animation is a series of these


	
	 
	DOWN
1
 
First name of early animator 
2
 
First name of person who made Snow White 
3
 
Another word for connected 



3.  Number the events in the order that they were told.


A.___One of the earliest animators was Winsor McCay.


B.___Walt Disney’s first movie was Steamboat Willie.

C.___Paul Roget invented the thaumatrope.


D.___Hundreds of drawings make up one minute of film.

4.  Bonus Word Play


Antonyms are words that have the opposite meaning.  Find the antonym in the story for each of the following words:

after______________
different_________________   easy___________

