CROCODILES


Crocodiles eat rocks.  It’s true.  Crocodiles eat rocks to help them digest their food.  And they don’t just eat a few rocks.  They eat 10 to 15 pounds of them!  Rocks not only help with a crocodile’s digestion, they also help a crocodile stay underwater longer.  Ancient sailors used to use stones as “ballast” to maintain equilibrium on the boat.  Sometimes a crocodile will stay underwater for as long as one hour.


Crocodiles may eat rocks, but they don’t actually eat food very often.  In fact, they only get hungry about once a week.


Even though their brains are only the size of a small banana, crocodiles are the most intelligent of all reptiles.  Crocodiles are also the largest reptile.


Crocodiles may even have something in common with dogs.  Some people believe a crocodile will hold its mouth open to cool off, like when a dog pants because it’s too hot.


A crocodile can grow up to 27 feet long.  This is about the size of three medium-sized cars lined up end to end.  


Mother crocodiles lay eggs.   Once their babies hatch, they carry them around in their mouths.  This keeps the babies safe.


Crocodiles learn by watching what other animals do.  If an animal comes to the water at the same time each day, a crocodile will learn that this is the best time to catch it.


To help them see and swim at the same time, crocodiles have a third eyelid.  This eyelid works a lot like swimming goggles.  But I wouldn’t ask a crocodile to show you how it works if I were you!

READING COMPREHENSION

1.  Underline the cause, and circle the effect.


A. Crocodiles eat rocks. Rocks help them stay underwater.


B. To help it stay cool, a crocodile opens its mouth.


C. Mother crocodiles need to protect their young. They carry 
their babies 
 
     in their mouths.


D. Crocodiles watch other animals. Then they know when to 
catch them.

2.  Crossword Puzzle

crocodile
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	ACROSS

	4
	 
	Rock help a crocodile's_____ 

	5
	 
	Crocodiles have three of these. 

	6
	 
	A crocodile is the _______reptile


	
	 
	DOWN
1
 
A cold-blooded creature 
2
 
Crocodiles eat these 
3
 
A large, lizard-like creature 



3.  Number events in the order that they are told about in the story.


A.___Mother crocodiles lay eggs.


B.___Their eyelids work like swimming goggles.


C.___Crocodiles can grow up to 27 feet long.


D.___They can stay underwater for up to an hour.

4. Bonus Word Play


Unscramble the following word:


N  T  F  F  E  E  I


________________________________

