HOW MOVIES GOT THEIR START


A movie is made from a series of photographs.  These photographs are put together in a row.  The row of pictures moves so quickly that people see one smooth picture.  Twenty-four pictures make up one second of a movie.


Thomas Edison helped invent movies when he made the kinetoscope. The kinetoscope is a box with a small hole in it.  When people looked in it, they saw a five-second movie.  People loved these little movies.


A man named Laurie Dickson worked for Thomas Edison.  Dickson also liked the idea of moving pictures.  He made a camera and filmed his first movie.  It was called Money Shines.


Dickson wanted to make a movie projector to show the movie on a wall or screen.  That way a lot of people could watch it at the same time.  Edison didn’t like this idea, so Dickson made the first movie projector while Edison was on vacation.  Eventually. Dickson and Edison stopped working together.


Edison set up the first movie studio in 1893.  that same year, Edison’s assistant, Fred Ott, sneezed in front of a camera.  They made a movie of this sneeze and called it Record of a Sneeze.

The first movies did not have sound.  Radio had become so popular in 1926 that people stopped going to movies.  In 1927 the first film with sound was made.  It was called The Jazz Singer and starred Al Jolson.  He spoke only a few lines, and there were a few songs, but people loved it.  Putting sound and movies together was here to stay.

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Underline the cause, and circle the effect.

A.  Dickson made a movie projector.  He wanted a lot of people to see a movie at the same time.

B. Dickson liked the idea of moving pictures.  He filmed this first movie, Monkey Shines.
C. Ott sneezed in front of a camera.  It was made into a movie.

D.  Because of the radio, people stopped going to movies.

2. Number the events in the order that they happened.

A___Edison helped make the first movies.

B.___One movie was called Monkey shines.
C.___Once a photograph is taken, it is put together with other pictures.

d.___The kinetoscope was a box with a small hole in it.

3. Bonus Word Play

Homophones are words that have the same sound but are spelled differently.  Find the right homophone for each word.

Maid_________

sew_________

inn_____________

