THE FACES OF MOUNT RUSHMORE


Mount Rushmore is located in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  It stands 6,000 feet tall, and the faces of four U.S. presidents are carved into its side:  George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln.  Each face is as tall as a five-story building.


Gutzon Borglum was sixty years old when he started to sculpt the mountain.  He lad a crew of 400 workers.  It took them fourteen years to complete the faces.  They actually spent only six years working on the mountain.  The other eight years were lost because of bad weather or lack of money.


Borglum’s crew used dynamite to blast granite from the mountain.  Then they used special tools to make each face as smooth as a sidewalk.  By the end of the project, 450,000 tons of granite had been removed.  Amazingly, only a few people were hurt during the work.


The mountain was named after Charles E. Rushmore, a lawyer from New York.  Rushmore was famous for helping people who had mines in south Dakota in the 1800’s.


Gutzon Borglum passed away in 1041.  He died before the carving of Mount Rushmore was finished.  His son, Lincoln, finished the work.


Before Borglum died, someone asked him how long the faces on Mount Rushmore would remain.  He said, “Until the wind and the rain alone shall wear them away.”

Reading Comprehension

1. Underline the cause, and cirle the effect.


A. Four hundred people carved the mountain. Millions visit 
Mount   Rushmore each year.


B. Dynamite was used.  Four hundred fifty thousand tons of 
granite were removed.


C. Gutzon Borglum passed away. His son finished the job for 
him.


D. Special tools were used.  Each face is as smooth as a 
sidewalk.

2. Crossword Puzzle
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	ACROSS

	5
	 
	These were used to make the faces smooth 

	6
	 
	One of the presidents on Mount Rushmore 


	
	 
	DOWN
1
 
Four of these were carved on the mountain
2
 
This was used to blast the granite 
3
 
One of the presidents on Mount Rushmore 
4
 
The faces on the mountain and sidewalks are both___ 



3. Number the events in the order they occurred in the story.


A.___The mountain was named after Charles E. Rushmore.


B.___Six years were spent working on the mountain.


C.___Dynamite was used to blast the granite.


D.___Only a few people were hurt.

4. Bonus Word Play


How many syllables are in each word?


Rushmore___
Presidents___

Washington___

