THE UNITED STATES MINT


Did you ever wonder where that quarter in your pocket came from?  In the United States, coins are made at the United States Mint.  The first U.S Mint was built in Philadelphia in 1793.  To make coins, the Mint must follow strict rules and have people watch over every step.


The word mint comes from the Latin word moneta. Moneta means coins.  In 269 B.C. the Romans built a mint near the temple of Juno Moneta, where they made silver coins.


After the Constitution was signed, the Mint was the first building the new United States government built.  George Washington chose David Rittenhouse to be the first director of the U.S. Mint.  Some people say George Washington gave some of his own silver to the Mint.  Thomas Jefferson designed our money system, which is based on units of ten.  Before the Mint, different colonies produced their own coins.  People also used wampum, farm goods, and even animals to pay for things.


At one time, the idea of making doughnut-shaped coins(like those currently used in China and other Asian countries) at the Mint was considered, but small, round coins were finally decided upon.  Each coin is a different size because each is worth a different amount.


From 1864 to 1873, the Mint made a two-cent coin.  This coin was the first to include the words “in God We Trust.”  The first Lincoln penny was made in 1909.

READING COMPREHENSION

Write questions for the following answers:

Jefferson

Philadelphia
mint

moneta


Washington
Rittenhouse

1.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Design your own coin.  What would be on the front?  What would be on the back?  Why?  How much would it be worth?

