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Fireflies look like tiny, twinkling stars, but really they are tiny flying creatures.  Fireflies have two chemicals in them that give off light when they are mixed together.  The light is either green or yellow and comes from under a firefly’s belly.  The light from some fireflies flickers on and off.  Other fireflies give off light that glows constantly.  Fireflies aren’t the only things that light up.  Their eggs do too.


When fireflies become upset, their light glows brighter.  This reminds their enemies that the chemicals that make them light up also taste and smell bad.


Because they are called fireflies, most people think fireflies are flies.  The are really beetles.  Fireflies are also called lightning bugs.  Fireflies without wings are called glow worms.  Most glow worms live in Europe.  In Asia there are fireflies that live underwater.  In all the oceans of the world there are planktons and algae, and many small crustaceans that have what is known as BIOLUMINSCENCE.


In America fireflies live only in the eastern United States.  No one knows why fireflies do not live in the western United States.  


All winged insects have two sets of wings, except fireflies.  They have only one set of wings.  Fireflies fly only at night.  In the daytime, they hide.  Fireflies love to live in rotting wood, in forested areas, and by streams of ponds.


Fireflies are one of the few bugs that are not eaten by other creatures.  That’s good news if you’re a firefly or if you just like to watch them.  They are known in the south as “the first sign of summer”.

READING COMPREHENSION

1.  Write T  for true or F  for false in the blank next to each sentence.


A._____Fireflies live only in the western part of the United States.


B._____Fireflies smell nice.


C._____Fireflies are flies.


D._____A firefly without wings is called a beetle.

2.  Fill in the blank with the right word from the story.


A. Fireflies only fly at night because they _____________in the day.


B. A Firefly’s light comes from two ____________mixed chemicals.


C. Most _________________live in Europe.


D. Fireflies have only ______________set of wings.

3.  Match the sentence with the correct answer in the box.


A. In Asia some fireflies live ____________.


B. Another name for firefly is _________________________.


C. Fireflies like to live _________________________.


D. No fireflies live in the ________________United States.

1. lightning bug

2. near streams or ponds



3. underwater



4. western

4.  Bonus Word Play


Homographs are words that are spelled the same but have different meanings.  Circle the definition for the correct homograph used in the story.

A.  fly


a flying insect

bait used fishing

B. star

shines at night

famous person

C. bug

an insect


bother

