THE STATE DEPARTMENT


The world has over 225 countries.  This is like having more than different neighbors.  We share the world with all these neighbors.  We work with them, and we buy and sell each other’s goods.  Sometimes we disagree as well.  Because of all these things

It is important that we talk with the people in other countries.  Talking helps us understand each other.  This helps our country stay safe.


The president pickes a group of people to talk to people in other countries.  These people work for the government.  The place where they work is called the State Department.  The State Department began on September 15, 1789.  Thomas Jefferson was its first leader.


The person in charge of the State Department is the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State oversees 5,000 employys.  He or she is fourth in line to become president of the United States if something happens to the president.  The secretary of State gives the president advice on problems with other countries and travels to other countries to represent the united States.  The secretary of State is also in charge of all United States ambassadors.  An ambassador represents the United States in a different country.


If you are planning a trip to another country, you’ll need a passport from the State Department.  The State Department also gives visas to people who want to visit the U.S.

READING COMPREHENSION

1.  In which encyclopedia volume would you find information n the following:

A. secretary of state

Sec-See


Sta-Sto

Sea-Seb

B.  Thomas Jefferson

Jee-Jeg


Thi-Tho

Tha-Thi

C. ambassador

Ala-Ama


Amm-Amo

Amb-Amc

2. What are some of the things the State Department does?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is having a State Department a good idea?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How does the State Department help you feel safe?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

