THE INCREDIBLE DEAD SEA


The lowest place on Earth (except the ocean) is called the Dead Sea.  This is a strange lake that is located in the Middle East near Jerusalem.  Israel is located on one side of the sea.  The country of Jordan is on the other.  The sea is 49 miles long and 10 miles wide.  The waters are saltier than the ocean. This is why anybody can float in it.


The sea is full of minerals.  The minerals collect here because the Dead Sea has no outlet.  Calcium, sulfur, and potassium chloride are just some of the 21 minerals found in the Dead Sea.  Many of these minerals have important uses.  For example, potassium chloride is used to make fertilizer.  Because of all the salts and minerals, fish cannot live in the water.  This is one reason why it is called the Dead Sea.


The sun shines nearly every day of the year.  The humidity is low, and the air is clean and free of pollen.  This is good for people with allergies.  Because the sea is so low, the air pressure is high.  It has eight percent more oxygen than air anywhere else on Earth.  This makes it easier to breathe.  Plus, constant evaporation fills the air with healthy minerals.


Many people think the sea and its climate are relaxing.  The black mud along the shore is filled with minerals that cleanse the skin, relax muscles, improve blood circulation, and relieve pain.  You can find many hotels and spas along the Dead Sea.  This strange sea has become a popular place to go on vacation.  Some people call it the largest natural spa in the world.

READING COMPREHENSION

1.  Write F for fact orO for opinion in the blank next to each sentence.

A.___The lowest place on Earth (except the ocean) is the Dead Sea.

B.___The Dead Sea would be fun to visit.

C.___Potassium is an ingredient in fertilizer.

D.___Marine life and fish cannot live in these waters.

2.  Answer the following questions.

A. How are the Dead Sea and the ocean different?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B.  What can anyone do in the Dead Sea?_____________________

C.  What makes the air at the Dead Sea different from anywhere else on Earth?_______________________________________________

3. Circle the correct answer.

A. The largest natural spa in the world is_____________________.

The Red Sea
Pacific Ocean
The Dead Sea

B. Minerals are found along the shore in _____________________.

Buckets

the black mud

the morning

C. The minerals of the Dead Sea are good for_______________.

Your skin

the ocean

trees

D. Air with no pollen is good for people who suffer from________.

Chicken pox
allergies

anger

4. Bonus Word Play

Unscramble the following word:  S  L  A  R  E  N  I  M

____________________________________________________

