Grammar Lesson 7

VERB TENSES – Past & Irregular


Verbs use tenses to tell when something is happening.  When the action happens now, it is present tense.  When the action happened in the past, it is past tense.  One way to make a verb past tense is to add ed to the end.  An irregular verb becomes past tense by changing its spelling
Example:  Brian rings the bell.  (present tense)
Example:  Brian rang the bell.   (past tense)
Write the past tense of the irregular verbs in parentheses to finish the sentences.

Georgia ______________________ (tell) us about the book she read.

Andy ________________________ (take) the last cookie.


Tyra ________________________ (run) around the house.


Grady ______________________ (give) me his spot in line.


Victor ________________________ (come) to school late.


Leon _________________________ (sing) in the choir.


Joan ________________________ (meet) the new principal.


Emily _________________________ (begin) to work hard.


Darren __________________________ (know) how to fix the sharpener.


William __________________________ (write) a great poem.


Fernando __________________________ (leave) his soccer cleats at home.


Judy __________________________ (sit) on the new couch.

Review Work

Underline the nouns in the sentences with another color pen.

Draft Book

Choose 5 irregular verbs from this page.  Write one sentence using the present tense and one sentence using the past tense of each verb.
Verb tenses tell when something is happening.  When the action happens now, it is present tense.  When the action happened in the past, it is past tense.  There are several way to add –ed to a verb to make it past tense.

Most verbs add –ed or –d  to the ends of the base words:
Examples:  box + ed = boxed


wave + d = waved
If a verb ends with a consonant + y , change  -y  to –i  and add –ed to the end:
Examples:  carry + ed = carried


bury + ed = buried 
If a verb ends with a short vowel + one consonant, double the consonant and add –ed to the end:
Examples:  tip + ed = tipped


stop + ed = stopped 
Make the verbs past tense to finish the sentences.
study 

Diane __________________ the bud with a magnifying glass.
copy

George __________________ his partner’s actions.

trim

Nigel __________________ the cat’s claws.

rake

Dakota __________________ the leaves.

skip

Mallory __________________ down the hall.

chop 

Kevin __________________ onions and peppers for pizza.



Review Work

Underline the nouns in the sentences.  
Draft Book

Write a story using only past tense verbs.  Write (d) above each verb if only the –d sound would be pronounced, and write (ed) above each verb if the –ed sound would be pronounced.
 
Adapted from Grammar Rules Grades 3-4 p. 33-34
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