Grammar Lesson 6

VERB TENSES – Past & Present


Verbs use tenses to tell when something is happening.  When the action happens now, it is present tense.  When the action happened in the past, it is past tense.  One way to make a verb past tense is to add ed to the end.
Example:  Amy hugs her baby sister.
(present tense)
Example:  Amy hugged her baby sister.   (past tense)
Circle the correct verb in each sentence.
Don’t (play, played) with your pencil.

The boxers (punch, punched) the punching bags before they stepped in the ring.


Heidi (slumps, slumped) in her chair when she heard about the quiz.


Jill washes the windows, and Jared (mops, mopped) the floor.


Milo (hunts, hunted) for his homework when the teacher asked for it.


I like to watch boats (cruise, cruised) through that channel.


Last week, Holly and Eddie (hike, hiked) in Pratt Park.


Patrick was grounded because he (teases, teased) his sister.


Iris and Lavonia (soak, soaked) in the hot tub last night.


James watches the movie, but Randy (snoozes, snoozed) through it.

Review Work

Underline the word or words that helped you deiced whether each sentence needed a present or past tense verb.

Draft Book

Write a story using verbs with –ed endings.  Draw a box around each past tense verb.
Verb tenses tell when something is happening.  When the action happens now, it is present tense.  When the action happened in the past, it is past tense.  There are several way to add –ed to a verb to make it past tense.

Most verbs add –ed or –d  to the ends of the base words:
Examples:  box + ed = boxed


wave + d = waved
If a verb ends with a consonant + y , change  -y  to –i  and add –ed to the end:
Examples:  carry + ed = carried


bury + ed = buried 
If a verb ends with a short vowel + one consonant, double the consonant and add –ed to the end:
Examples:  tip + ed = tipped


stop + ed = stopped 
Change these verbs to the past tense.
breathe



chip



parachute


hurry




cruise



toast

tap




dry



play

trip




comb



copy

shop




try



pounce

Review Work

Choose one of the verbs.  Use it to write a sentence.

Draft Book

Choose five verbs.  Write two sentences for each verb, using the present tense of the verb in one sentence and the past tense in the other sentence.

 
Adapted from Grammar Rules Grades 3-4 p. 33-34
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